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Dear sisters, dear brothers, dear guests, 


I have the pleasure and the privilege to conclude this inspiring hearing “European Churches responding to migration 2010”. This conference has been also enriched by the participants of different continents belonging to the WWC Global Ecumenical Network on Migration. 

We had two wonderful days, we heard and exchanged reflections, we shared experiences, diverse views, concerns and hopes for the future. We also put on the table controversial issues. 

I will not sum up all the discussions we had, but I will just recall some points of the discussion and I will add some reflections. Each of us agreed on the fact that Migration is not new, is normal, it belongs to the history of humanity and to our history as Christians: “Leave your country and I will bless you”. We heard the strong statement of Doris Peschke: “Migration is a blessing, not a curse!” Each of us shared the conviction that we respond to a Christian mandate, to a Christian obligation, that is to welcome strangers, to love our neighbours. The commandment of love is the essence of Gospel. Each human being reflects the image of God. We are called to welcome strangers, regardless of everything. Christian mandate is not to welcome strangers who meet particular requirement and criteria.

But we know very well that Migration, that today involve 200 million people in the world, people who by choice or by necessity leave their country, is posing many and great challenges to our societies and therefore to our churches. 

Starting from the Unity dimension of Migration, we heard experiences from different countries: Norway, France, Italy, United Kingdom, Germany and so on.

Being Church Together is a long process in which we face difficulties, where “Alienation is on both sides”, as stresses Rev. Thorsten Leisser, but it is a process where we experience joy, sharing, diversity and reciprocal enrichment.

Being Church Together is at the same time a vision which needs concrete strategies. Migrants are challenging our churches, our way to live our faith, our way of being inclusive communities. Migrants are not only (and they don’t want to be!) just the object of solidarity, of welcoming and pastoral assistance, they are active protagonist in the life of the churches and of societies.

They are no guests but full member, brothers and sisters responsible with us for the space of the creation which has been entrusted to us. 

In this respect, the unity dimension of Migration is strictly linked to the Witness dimension.

Rev. Buda stressed the ecumenical dimension, in fact migration today gives us all a great ecumenical opportunity: the creation of an area of peace and reconciliation, where diversity in not a reason for exclusion but an opportunity for reciprocal growth. For this reason the churches, and all faith communities, have an important role to play in the migration process. They can become bridges of dialogue between different religious cultures and traditions, a simulating model of integration to be transferred to society. It will happen only if the churches cease to be exclusive and dominating and share values, power and responsibilities.

But as churches, working daily with migrants and refugees in our different contexts, we know how societies are responding to migration and we express our great concerns on the situation of migrants:  the “awful reality” of detention centres, trafficking in human beings, removals, deportations. We are strongly concerned about people dying in all borders of Europe: in the desert, drowned in the sea, or rives, frozen in mountain passes, hidden in transport lorries. Those bodies rejected and drowned in the Mediterranean, in the Atlantic, or in Rio Bravo, or turned back at the various frontiers of the world, speak to us. We know the role of the media, which very often convey a very negative image of migrants and misuse data and statistics.

Today we had a very fruitful session on Advocacy dimension. 

Over last decade Migration has been considered mostly in terms of international security. Governments’ major preoccupation continues to be the containing of arrivals and little attention is given to the Human Rights, to integration process, to citizenship, to channels of regular entry. Current policies, obsessed with security, have not obtained their objectives: they have produced further irregular migration, more trafficking in human beings; they have contributed to growing social tensions, marginality and exclusion. Our societies are dominated by fear. Citizens turn back on themselves in defence of their own territory: over recent years diffidence and racism towards migrants have increased, racism toward Roma ethnic minority has dramatically worsened. Today in our societies migrants are seen as destabilizing factor and as a threat to our privileges and our identity, they are treated as criminals. We have heard just last week about  the violent xenophobic attacks  in South Africa against 3000 migrants, including refugees and seekers from Zimbabwe. They are accused of stealing the jobs of local people, by accepting cheaper wages in vineyards. 

But what remains in the shadows? This should be perhaps today the question for the churches. What remains hidden is the logic used to deal with migration, a logic of confrontation and war, which deflects the attention of citizens form the genuine insecurity and hides the failure of policies which have not brought security, work, peace, development. Security has become the slogan of Governments to hide incapacity to guarantee security; that is to promote legality, to punish organized crime and corruption, to combat unemployment and poverty.

Increasing racism in all societies is one of the most devastating effects of this strategy. The mechanisms of racism are the same as those of war because they are based on the concept of superiority and supremacy, domination and elimination of the other, as war racism uses coercion and intentional cruelty. As in war racism eliminate difference, simplifies and impoverishes, reducing people to numbers, it identifies an enemy to be destroyed. These dehumanising mechanisms of war and racism are linked by a hidden and dangerous thread, which is the process of gradual normalization.  One becomes used to war and to racism little by little: that which in the beginning seems intolerable, gradually becomes bearable, until it becomes normal.

War is so cruel that sufferings of others become trophies. Today in Italy migrants rejected in Libya, without anyone knowing was happened to them, are the trophy of this war. People fleeing from poverty, wars and conflicts are returned to the sender like uncomfortable parcels which need to be removed rapidly. Today in Italy an individual condition, that is to be a migrant, has become a crime: a person who doesn’t have a permit of stay is punished by law and not because he or she has committed a crime. 

For us, like Christians, the logic of the war and racism, which points to the conservation of global inequalities, is a trap which aggravates problems and doesn’t answer to the real need of humanity, this logic has no vision and does not offer alternatives to change our poisoned, sick and anesthetized societies. But it is not just a trap, it is a sin, it doesn’t not respond to the love commandment.

2010 is in front of us, 2010 is tomorrow. We’ll have the possibility to make more visible the work and the engagement of churches with migrants and refugees. We will have the possibility to shift the terms of questions, to highlight the positiveness, the enrichment which comes from migrants, from dialogue and from living together. 

In 2010 we will work to strengthen our engagement keeping together the three dimensions which we explored in this conference: Unity- Witness- Advocacy.

There are already concrete  proposals: to deepen our  theological reflection on migration, to advocate for long term status of migrants afters years residence, to lobby for the ratification of the UN Convention on the Rights of Migrant Workers and Members of their families and to share power in our church structures.

Other proposals will come. 

Get on board, together will make a difference!

Franca Di Lecce

