            THE ITALIAN EXPERIENCE: BEING CHURCH TOGETHER 

As Italy was a land of emigration, in the last years has become a land of immigration. Mediterranean border is spectacular as murderous, although the attention of Media is attracted on this border, the majority of migrants come from the Eastern Europe and the biggest community is the Romanian one. Even if some decades are passed, the migration process is still perceived especially by the government as an emergency, and many laws instead of facilitate the integration, seem to demonstrate that migration's equal as criminality. And there still is not a law that achieves the religious freedom, even if it's recognised as a basic right.

The “being church together” project, now commission of the federation of evangelic churches in Italy (fcei) aims to permit the Christian migrants to live their faith possibly together with Italians as wrote on Ephesians 2: 19 “now therefore You are no more strangers and foreigners, but fellow-citizens with the saints and the household of God”. The commission is composed by delegates of churches and union of churches and also of members of observer churches.  The federation co-ordinate, as possible, the initiatives of every church or union of churches and sets moments of exchange and experiences sharing.

The action of churches can be summarized as:
1- an action of hosting: many Italian communities share their space in churches with migrants i.e. if the main church has the worship in Sunday morning, the migrants can use it in the afternoon. This is important because it is not so easy for migrants to find a place for their worship. The church hosted has not necessarily the same denomination. In My church, for many years, we shared the Temple with Brazilian Presbyterian, Ghanaian Pentecostal, Chinese evangelic and more. Only one of this, the Romanian was a Baptist church. With approval of the law witch introduce the crime of clandestine entrance; the action of hosting will become harder. 

2- The integration of migrant churches in the domestic church or union of them. If the migrant church has the same denomination of the historical one, the difference is not theological but is only in the language used. In this case, it becomes member of the main organisation that it could belong to, in accordance with the membership rules. Many migrant churches can not be classified in One of the denomination witch has an agreement with the Italian State, so they can not be recognized by it. This becomes a problem when they want to engage a pastor or bishop from their original churches and he/she can't have a permit to stay for religious reasons. The Ucebi, the Union of Baptist Church in Italy resolved the problem by offering the possibility to those churches to become member of the Union by signing an agreement: when a church signs the convention it can, by the Ucebi, get the visas for the pastor, open an account and so on. It is not necessary to be Baptist to sign it, so there are many Pentecostal churches and with no historical denomination witch sign the convention. The migrant church has not to change its ecclesiology but has to cooperate with the Baptist regional association and accept and respect the point of view of the Baptist union, for example about the feminine ministry. Because of this, the latest assembly of the Union, created the International Churches Department. This, in addition to manage the process of agreement, has the aim to encourage the mutual knowledge between migrant and Italian churches, promoting theological updating for the migrant pastors and working to manage the conflicts.

3- The biggest challenge of the process “being church together” is the integration of migrants in the Italian churches. However they are member of the same denomination, we cannot overlook the differences in culture, in the way of worshipping, the views or the figure and the mission of the pastor. Churches are not often ready to receive a new member with a different culture, so the new fellow has to choose between adapting him/herself to the new church or to go away. It also happened in the past that the arrival of a group of migrants from the same country changed completely the way of worshipping, obliging some Italians to leave the community. In My church in Turin we had for many years up to 18 different nationalities. Where is the balance?  I don't know but the vision of the “being church together” is to build a church that is a place for everyone, where different cultures can live together. Italians and migrants. Therefore we look at the MIRACLE process with great interest to improve the integration of migrants into the Italian churches. For our communities, the migrants are an important and irreplaceable resource. 

4- The being church together process tries also to build a bridge between the historical churches and the World of Pentecostal ones. It's another challenge for us, for that reason we organised our first National MIRACLE training in Aversa, where many Italian and migrant Pentecostal churches members were present.

The being church together (Essere Chiesa Insieme) is a vision; a long process which I do not know when is being completed. The situation of migrants in Italy is not easy and becomes harder day after day because of the new laws but I think there is another way, to Being Church Together.

