Text: Gen. 11.27-12.3 and Gal.3.6-9 
6Consider Abraham: "He believed God, and it was credited to him as righteousness."[a] 7Understand, then, that those who believe are children of Abraham. 8The Scripture foresaw that God would justify the Gentiles by faith, and announced the gospel in advance to Abraham: "All nations will be blessed through you."[b] 9So those who have faith are blessed along with Abraham, the man of faith.
Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ!
Very recently I spoke at a marriage about the same text. Now this is not the text you usually choose for a marriage ceremony but I had a strong excuse: the intercontinental migrant nature of the reality of God’s church. She is a Hungarian who spent a number of her childhood years in India and thus somehow developed an inner conviction that her home is somewhere else than Hungary. So she spent the last 7 years in the UK studying Old Testament. He is a New Zealander, whose mother had left behind the UK when married his dad in New Zealand. He returned to the UK to “see the world” a couple of years before not planning to stay there for long. Now these people met in the UK, got married, and still do not know where they will live, where God will lead them. All they know is that they are open to go anywhere where God wants them to serve him. That story illustrates the intercontinental scope of God’s guidance and work.
Even more it is demonstrated by the story of Abraham. And the story of Abraham, of course, is our story, since we are all children of Abraham by faith in Jesus Christ, as Paul says. Let us look at how and what God is working through the life and family of Abraham, who can indeed be called an intercontinental migrant. Let us look at how our Lord is working out the salvation of all people, including those, us, who are here to worship him.
The story of Abraham, in fact, the gospel story, starts with hopelessness and despair. In Genesis 3 to 11 we read several judgments of God but there is always a sign of grace, of hope, of God’s concern after these. However there is nothing similar after Babel. We only read about the descendants of Shem, among them a man named Terah who – who knows why – leaves his home, Ur of the Chaldeans, to go to Canaan. However he only gets as far as Haran and settles there – again, nobody knows why. Now to make this seemingly aimless wondering even more beyond hope, we learn that Abraham and his wife Sarah, the last of this family tree, did not have children. So there is migration, aimlessness, barrenness, which is in fact death.
And then God speaks, calls, and gives blessings and promises:

The LORD had said to Abram, "Leave your country, your people and your father's household and go to the land I will show you.”

This is the word of the Gospel. God is starting something new and this newness is initiated by a call to migration. Abraham becomes a nomad and wanders not only into the land of Canaan, and then up and down in this land, but also gets as far as Egypt, Africa. The man of faith, the father of all those who believe, struggles between belief and unbelief, obedience and disobedience during his wanderings. This is also part of God’s working in history. 
As Paul says, the promises and blessing of Abraham came to the Gentiles through Christ Jesus. (Gal. 3.14) That Jesus, who became an intercontinental refugee to Egypt as a child. Joseph and Mary had to leave their home for a considerable time because of a brutal and ruthless monarch, Herod the Great. The story of Jesus, our God and savior, is the story of a refugee child. The promises and blessing given to Abraham became the heritage of all nations in Jesus. That Jesus, who grew up, who died as a criminal, and was buried. And again it seemed, that all hope was gone, that all future was aborted, that mankind had got to the point where there was no life anymore. But God started something afresh. God initiated an incredible and unexpected newness. God resurrected Jesus, and then sent the Holy Spirit so that all nations and all people - let them be settled city dwellers, nomad wanderers, modern day migrants and refugees, poor or rich, educated or uneducated - would become part of God’s family, the children of Abraham. 
Dear friends, this is the story of our salvation, this is the story of the gospel by our God who works out salvation and blessing not by the strong, not by the those who have much, not by those who have stable home, stable income and stable job. God has been working out his plans by migrants… That is how the gospel got through the 2000 years of the Church’s history so that we can celebrate it today, and that is how the Good News of Jesus Christ was taken into every corner of our world. 
Now this fact, the way our God has been working out salvation and blessing to all, obviously calls us, his redeemed community, into looking at and being part of his mission with understanding and obedience. First, we need to affirm that migration cannot be looked at as independent from the work of our Lord in history. Now this is a sensitive and complex issue because one could object that if we accept migration as God’s work in history how will we be able to stand against all the evils which cause people to leave their home and bring incredible amount of misery into their lives. On the other hand we can also see how God challenges old European churches by the vibrant faith of African, Korean and other migrant communities. Clearly, our God is working out his goals and we need to see it. And at the same time we are called to name the evil and stand against it. The church of Jesus Christ needs to learn how she can keep these seemingly too different aspects of today’s people movements together in faith.
Second, all the challenges migration brings into our worlds should be seen and interpreted by that faith that our God is the God of intercontinental migrants. If we are convinced that our God is working through migration we understand that we are not facing only political, social and cultural issues and challenges. Of course, the church is called to be blessing for all and this means that we do have political, social and cultural responsibilities. Of course it is the ministry of Jesus Christ if a church or congregation takes on the work of political advocacy for the sake of the refugees. Obviously it is godly ministry to develop a number of social activities to help those who have almost nothing. Of course, it is Christian service to develop cultural/educational programs in order to help a migrant community to find its place in the majority society as well as to help them to nurture and keep their own cultural characteristics. However, the church of Jesus Christ, the Savior who was himself an intercontinental migrant, is called to something beyond these political, social and cultural acts. Our mission, the way we take part in the Missio Dei, should always start with the question: What is our Lord doing in his work of salvation – and how we can be part of his mission? How will we, the church, be the sign, the agent and the foretaste of the Kingdom in all of our responses to migration? What do we discern as the work of the God of intercontinental migration? – and this might be significantly different from established policies and politics, let them be left or right. Since God is always working out the salvation of all peoples in hidden and unimaginable ways. Thus we pray: Come Holy Spirit, and bring the gift of newness and discernment to this conference! Amen!
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